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Margot  Cortell 

411  East  57th  Street 
New  York,  NV  10022 

(212)  421-3148 


8/15/94 

Dear  Harold: 

I  apologize  for  not  having  written  earlier,  as  I  misplaced  your  letter. 

As  to  your  first  question,  we  are  distantly  related.  Our  mothers  were  first 
cousins.  Besides  that,  we  met  in  1931  or  1932,  when  you  as  a  10-year  old, 
gave  me  a  guided  tour  of  Frankfurt. 

I  am  Margot  Cortell.  Born,  August  29th,  1912  in  Hamburg.  I  am  the  only 
child  of  Max  Wolfson  and  Erna  Mitford  (Mittwoch)  Wolfson  Meyer. 

My  father  was  born  in  Hamburg  in  May  of  1878.  He  died  May  1939  in  New 
York.  My  mother  Erna  Mitford  was  the  youngest  daughter  of  Flora  Meyer, 
nee  Landau.  She  was  born  November  1886  and  died  in  New  York  in  April 
1973.  After  my  father  died,  she  married  Sam  Mittwoch-Mitford,  who  was 
born  in  Posen.  He  dies  in  New  York  in  September  1952. 

I  married  Jules  Cortell  (Kocherthaler)  in  June  1937  in  Paris.  Jules  was 
born  in  Ohringen,  in  April  1907  and  died  in  October,  1984  in  New  York. 

I  have  two  children.  Raymond  Max  Cortell,  born  in  May  20,  1940  in  New 
York.  He  married  Patricia  Cortell  born  in  New  York  1942.  They  were 
married  in  1963  and  divorced  in  1983  (not  soon  enough).  They  have  one  son 
named  Tadd  Lawrence  Cortell  who  was  born  in  New  York  on  December  1§th, 
1972.  Raymond  remarried  (happily)  to  Susan  Signorile  Zito  and  they  have 
no  children  fropm  this  marriage.      My  daughter  Maureen  Jane  Cortell  was 
bom  in  New  York  on  February  5th,  1943.  She  is  not  married  and  has  no 
children. 

Since  our  immigration  1939,     we  are  all  living  in  New  York. 

I  hope  this  helps  you  and  I  look  forward  to  receiving  a  copy  of  our  family 
tree. 

Cordially, 


Margot   Cortell 


Harold  G.  Lorsch 

41S    CLAIREMONT   ROAD 
VILLANOVA.    PA      1908S 


May  18,  1994 


Mrs.  Jules  Cortell 

41 1  East  57  Street,  Apt.  16A 

New  York,  NY  10022 

Dear  Mrs.  Cortell: 

I  am  the  son  of  the  late  Erna  Lorsch,  and  I  am  trying  to  update  the 
Landau  family  tree  on  which  your  family,  too,  appears.  I  got  your 
address  from  Use  Sacerdoti  in  Milan  who  is  also  helping  me  in 
completing  this  document. 

At  present,  the  tree  ends  with  your  name  and  date  of  birth.  I  would 
like  to  have  your  wedding  date,  the  dates  of  birth  and  death  of  your 
late  husband.  I  would  like  to  have  the  names  and  birth  dates  of  your 
children,  daughter-in-law,  and  grandchild.  Also,  your  son's 
wedding  date  and,  if  possible,  the  city  of  residence  of  your  husband 
and  daughter-in-law  prior  to  marriage. 

I  also  collect  information  about  family  members  who  perished  in  the 
holocaust  If  you  know  of  any  of  them,  please  let  me  know.  The 
family  tree  will  merely  indicate  "umgekommen,"  since  the  exact 
dates  of  death  of  these  people  are  usually  not  available. 

I  hate  to  impose  on  you  for  all  of  this,  but  I  believe  it  is  worthwhile 
to  maintain  a  family  history.  If  you  wish,  I  shall  send  you  a  copy  of 
the  completed  product  -  if  it  ever  gets  finished. 

Sincerely, 


J^^m^dtt 


Margot  Cortell 

411    East  57th  Street 
New  York,  NV   10022 

(212)   421-3148 


8/15/94 

Dear  Harold: 

I  apologize  for  not  having  written  earlier,   as   I   misplaced  your  letter. 

As  to  your  first  question,  we  are  distantly  related.  Our  mothers  were  first 
cousins.  Besides  that,  we  met  in  1931  or  1932,  when  you  as  a  10- year  old, 
gave  me  a  guided  tour  of  Frankfurt. 

I  am  Margot  Cortell.  Born,  August  29th,  1912  in  Hamburg.  I  am  the  only 
child  of  Max  Wolfson  and  Erna  Mitford  (Mittwoch)  Wolfson  Meyer. 

My  father  was  born  in  Hamburg  in  May  of  1878.  He  died  May  1939  in  New 
York.  My  mother  Erna  Mitford  was  the  youngest  daughter  of  Flora  Meyer, 
nee  Landau.  She  was  born  November  1886  and  died  in  New  York  in  April 
1973.  After  my  father  died,  she  married  Sam   Mittwoch-Mitford,  who  was 
born  in  Posen.  He  dies  in  New  York  in  September  1952. 

I  married  Jules  Cortell   (Kocherthaler)   in  June  1937  in  Paris.  Jules  was 
born  in  Ohringen,  in  April  1907  and  died  in  October,  1984  in  New  York. 

I  have  two  children.  Raymond  Max  Cortell,  born  in  May  20,  1940  in  New 
York.  He  married  Patricia  Cortell  born  in  New  York  1942.  They  were 
married  in  1963  and  divorced  in  1983  (not  soon  enough).  They  have  one  son 
named  Tadd  Lawrence  Cortell  who  was  born  in  New  York  on  December  19th, 
1972.  Raymond  remarried  (happily)  to  Susan  Signorile  Zito  and  they  have 
no  children  fropm  this  marriage.       My  daughter  Maureen  Jane  Cortell  was 
born  in  New  York  on  February  5th,  1943.  She  is  not  married  and  has  no 
children. 


Since  our  immigration  1939,     we  are  all  living  in  New  York. 

I  hope  this  helps  you  and  I  look  forward  to  receiving  a  copy  of  our  family 
tree. 

Cordially, 


Oirciob    (jtfWUL 


Margot    Cortell 


MD  BARR,  AC. w.A. 


52.  GURNEY  DRIVH, 
LONDON,  N.2. 

MEADWAY    3  S  63. 

23rd  îTov,1070. 


Dear  Margot, 

Edith  told  me,  that  you  and  Maureen  are  interested  in  family- 
connections.  Edith  remembers,  that  somewhere  in  the  early 
thirties  there  was  a  family  tree  based  on  researches  of  Willy 
Lorsch,  which  Omi  had  at  the  time,  -but  it  is  not  amongst,  the 
rescsued  mementos.  Due  to  the  fact,  however,- that  the  Landau 
family  connection  is  the  one  Edith  and  I  have  in  common  (Edith 
through  mother's  mother,  I  through  father's  mother)  I  could 
at  least  assemble  the  tree  up  to  the  great-grandfather  we  have 
all  of  us  in  common,  which  gives  us  at  least"  about  150  years! 

Only  the  first  name  of  this  common  ancestor  escapes  me 
(although  ^our  mother,  sinspite  of  lack  of  family  interest, 
might  remember  the  name  of  her  grandfather  ?).   Edith 
remembers  that  he  had  a  brother  Julius,  and  either  he,  or  at 
least  hie  son,  succeeded  to  acquire  the  awe— inspiring  title  of 
" Ko mme  r  z  i  e  nr  a  t "  . 

This  makes  sense,  because  these  Landaus  of  Bingen  were  one 
of  those  Jewish  families  along  the  Rhine,  who  already  very 
early  rose  to  a  cultured  educated  social  level  and  the  private 
bank  they  owned  was  only  under  Emil  Landau  absorbed  by  the 
Darmstadter  Bank,  which  then  in  turn  succumbed  in  the  "Danao- 
Krach"  in  1929  and  was  taken  over  by  one  of  the  -other  big 
banks .  -  • 

So  the  Landaus  were  "quite  something"  and  I  know  from  my 
"Baer-side"  family,  that  when  my  grandfather  David  Bar  married 
a  née  Landau  and  brought  her  to  Bruchsal,  he  made  "a 'gute 
Partie"  -  and  the  undertones  of  this  German  idiom  especially 
in  Jewish  circles  I  cannot  possibly  translate«. 

Sophie  née  Landau  on  her  side  did  the  same,  because  this 
grandfather  of  mine  was  a  very  successful  businessman  and  had 
amçs^ed  quite  a  fortune  when  he  died  very  early  in  his  fiftiiies 
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in  1891.   This  mad«  Sophie  probably  the  richest  of  the  four 
Landau-children,  and  family  gossip  has  it,  that  she  was  seen 
occasionally  sitting  on  her  balcony  in  Bruchsal  counting 
20  Mark  gold  coins.   But  this  might  be  slander. 

Elise  -t'riedberg,  the  oldest,  was  acknowledged  by  the  family 
to  have  been  the  family  beauty.  Even  in  her  seventhies,  when  I 
once  met  her  at  my  grandmother's  shen  had  an  impressive  appea- 
rance.' 

Her  daughters  Anna  and  Henriette  emigrated  already  around  the 
turn  of  the  century  to  the  U.S.A.  and  had  a  very  successful 
concert-agency  in  Hew  York.  Their  star-client  was  most  likely 
their. youngest  brother  Karl  Friedberg,  who  was  a  concert  pianist 
of  international  repute. 

Your  grandmother  Flora  had  the  greatest  charm  and  commonsense 
of  the  three  daughters  and  she  Is  certainly  still  very  much 
in  Edith's  and  proabably  also  in  your  memory-.  I  never  met  her, 
because  my  own  father  Jakob  was  inclined  to  bè  rather  "anti- 
family",  with  the  result,  that  J   also  met  uncle  Emil  for  the 
first  time  around  1928  at  the  funeral  of  grandmother  Sophie  Bar  . 
and  possibly  once  afterwards  in  Baden-Baden.  He  complained 
bitterly  that  Jakob  had  never  brought  his  two  boys,  myself  and 
Bill,  for  a  visit  to  Bingen,  the  ancestral  home.  Considering 
what  wines  we  might  possibly  have  tasted  there  on  such  an  occasion 
I  regret  my  father's  prejudices  too! 

One  small  correction:  Edith  thinks,  that  after  Era*  Flora 
had-  still  a  son  Otto,. who  died  very  young,  shortly  before  or 
after  his  marriage. 

And  now  I  leave  it  to  you  and  Maureen  to  study  the  enclose 
family  tree  and  possibly  pester  Mutti-Arna  with  further  question' 
I- dont  know,  whether  Erna  Lorsch  in  Newhaven  has  still  one  of 
the  old  family  trees:  it  would  reach  very  much  further  back  - 
but  the  last  two  lines  of  mine  would  be  missing,  because  it  is 
35  years  out  of  date!    ^   \0  ,.5H  ., 
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4  Wolff  Levy  Wolfson, 

Hausierer 

geb.  24.  5.18o6  Hamburg, 

Isrl.Gem,8 


l  :*# 


gest.  9.  5.1873  Hamburg, 

Ziv.R.281'4 


Fç  Esther  geb.  David  Marcus 
geb.  ca.  1812  Hamburg 


gest. 22.  3.1880  Hamburg, 
St. A. 2/95 


6  Hirsch  Meyer  Berendt 


7  Jette  Israel 


geheiratet  am  7.5.1833  Hamburg, Isr.Gejm.  11 


2~David  Wolfson,  Kaufmann 

geb.  29.12.1835  Hamburg,-  Israel. Gem.  Nr.  216 

gest.  5.  1.19o1  Hamburg,  Standesamt  2/  36 


■z    Johanna  geb.  Berendt 

geb.  ca.  1842  in  Gnoien  in  Mecklenburg 

gest.  2i.i2.i9io  Hamburg,  Standesamt  21a/l17o 


geheiratet  am  13.8.1865  H  mburg,  Israel. Gemeinde  Nr.  56 


1   Max  Wolfson  ,  geb.  10.  5.  1872  Hamburg  (Zivilstandsamt  Hamburg,  Nr.  3161  ) 
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